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CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 1027 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PFOR, PO, AO 

SUBJECT: CONTINUED DIVISION ON ANGOLA RECOGNITION 
REF: LISBON 1010 (DTG 161728Z FEB 76) 

SUMMARY: REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL TOOK NO ACTION ON QUESTION 
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OF GOP RECOGNITION OF MPLA IN FEB 14 MEETING. SECRETARY 
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OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS MEANWHILE COMPLAINED OF 
PRESSURE FOR RECOGNITION BY LISBON "MPLA LOBBY." PRESSURE 
IS INDEED BUILDING AGAINST OPPONENTS OF RECOGNITION 
AS MPLA'S BATTLEFIELD AND DIPLOMATIC POSITIONS IMPROVE. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . RC; NO DECISION ON RECOGNITION: AT BEHEST OF PRESIDENT 
COSTA GOMES, REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL (RC) MET FOR NINE HOURS 
FEB 14 TO DISCUSS QUESTION OF GOP RECOGNITION OF ANGOLA 
(REFTEL). NO FINAL STATEMENT WAS RELEASED. MEANWHILE, 

PRESIDENT COSTA GOMES CALLED IN SOCIALIST SECGEN MARIO 
SOARES TO DISCUSS ANGOLA FEB 14 AND AGAIN FEB 16. FOL- 
LOWING FEB 14 MEETING, SOARES REPEATED HIS CALL FOR NEGOTIATIONS 
BETWEEN INTERESTED PARTIES IN ANGOLA. COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 

IS EXPECTED TO DISCUSS ANGOLA IN FEB 17 MEETING. 

2. MEDEIROS FERREIRA ON ANGOLA: IN INTERVIEW PUBLISHED 
FEB 13, SOCIALIST SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
MEDEIROS FERREIRA COMPLAINED OF EFFORTS OF LISBON "MPLA 
LOBBY" TO FORCE GOP RECOGNITION OF LUANDA REGIME. AT PRESENT, 
MEDEIROS FERREIRA SAID, MPLA COULD NOT BE CONSIDERED 

"DE FACTO" GOVERNMENT OF ANGOLA, DESPITE ITS SUCCESSES ON 

THE BATTLEFIELD. "WE CANNOT, HE CONTENDED, RECOGNIZE THE MPLA AT A 

MOMENT OF MILITARY OFFENSIVE WHICH IS HEAVILY DEPENDENT 

ON FOREIGN INTERVENTION." MOREOVER, EVEN IF THE MPLA 

DID ATTAIN "DE FACTO" CONTROL OF ANGOLA, RECOGNITION WOULD 

HAVE TO FOLLOW BILATERAL TALKS BETWEEN LUANDA AND THE GOP. 

3. COUTINHO TO LUANDA: LEFTIST SYMPATHIZING ADM ANTONIO 
ROSA COUTINHO, FORMER PORTUGUESE HIGH COMMISSIONER IN 
ANGOLA, DEPARTED LISBON FEB 17 FOR LUANDA WITH A GROUP 
OF PORTUGUESE IDENTIFIED WITH THE MPLA. IN DEPARTURE 
STATEMENTS, ROSA COUTINHO DECLARED THAT PURPOSE 

OF TRIP WAS "PRIVATE BUSINESS." 

4. DEMONSTRATION THWARTED: RESPONDING TO ANONYMOUS 
SUMMONS TO PROTEST RUSSIAN AND CUBAN INTERVENTION IN 
ANGOLA, GOP POSTED STRONG CONTINGENTS OF RIOT POLICE 
BEFORE EMBASSIES OF THESE COUNTRIES FEB 14. DEMONSTRATIONS, 

WHICH WERE BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN CALLED BY ANGOLAN REFUGEE 
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ORGANIZATIONS, DID NOT OCCUR. 

5. INABILITY OF REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL TO REACH DECISION 

ON ANGOLA, AS WELL AS MEDEIROS FERREIRA COMMENTS, DEMONSTRATES 
DEPTH OF OPPOSITION WITHIN GOP TO IMMEDIATE RECOG- 
NITION OF MPLA. PRESSURE ON ANTI-MPLA FACTION IS GROWING 
DAILY, HOWEVER, AS MPLA'S BATTLEFIELD AND DIPLOMATIC 
SUCCESSES MOUNT. 
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